Additional index words. primocane, raspberry, blackberry, strawberry Consumers, grocers, and distributors all want a year-round supply of fresh, highquality berries. Repeat-fruiting cultivars are being developed as a tool to meet that demand by extending the growing season for small fruit crops. To develop markets, cultivars, and production practices for repeatfruiting cultivars, research and extension professionals from many disciplines must communicate and collaborate.
Consumers, grocers, and distributors all want a year-round supply of fresh, highquality berries. Repeat-fruiting cultivars are being developed as a tool to meet that demand by extending the growing season for small fruit crops. To develop markets, cultivars, and production practices for repeatfruiting cultivars, research and extension professionals from many disciplines must communicate and collaborate.
The objective of our workshop was to explore approaches for marketing and breeding repeat-fruiting species in both basic and applied terms as well as development of production practices. What marketing opportunities are available for small fruit crops outside of the standard growing season? What genes and/or traits lead to repeat-fruiting? What progress is being made toward development of new repeat-fruiting cultivars? How does production of repeat-fruiting cultivars differ from standard production practices? Are there specific production challenges that need to be addressed in future breeding programs?
The articles published here provide information on breeding, producing, and marketing repeat-fruiting small fruit crops using day-neutral strawberry, primocane-fruiting blackberry, and primocane-fruiting raspberry as examples.
